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How it can help vou 
The 2008 Farm Bill offers landowners and farm 
operators incentives to help them voluntarily 
implement the conservation management 
practices included in their operation's conserva­
tion plan. It provides conservation provisions to 
help reduce erosion, guard streams and rivers, 
restore and establish fish and wildlife habitat, 
improve air quality, and conserve energy. 
Government and non-government organizations 
stand ready to help producers use Farm Bill 
programs to make improvements to their farms. 
This guide introduces the assistance available to 
help you implement your conservation plan. 

Financial and Economic Incentives 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers 
a variety of financial payments to producers and 
landowners interested in conservation programs. 
Some programs offer annual payments for a 
conservation use, others offer one-time, up-front 
payments for long-term easements for conserva­
tion use, and most include government funds to 
share the costs of installing conservation 
measures. 

Technical Help 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) helps producers plan and imple­
ment conservation practices on private lands. 
Technical assistance is provided on a voluntary 
basis. The Farm Bill continues to provide funding 
for Technical Service Providers (certified private 
vendors) who may also provide conservation 
technical assistance. Local USDA offices can 
provide more information. 

PartnershiP Assistance 
USDA works with many partners to deliver 
conservation services and programs. Local Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, Extension offices, 
Resource Conservation & Development Councils, 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, and many 
other private conservation organizations each play 
an important role. Experts in each organization can 
provide technical help and may offer additional 
assistance. 

Conservation Opponunmes tor Beginning Farmers, 
limited Resource Farmers, and Minoritv Farmers 
The 2008 Farm Bill focuses on equity in accessing 
USDA programs and services. New and beginning 
farmers, limited resource farmers, and minority 
farmers may be eligible to receive a higher pay­
ment rate and advance practice payments of up 
to 30 percent for materials and labor when work 
can begin immediately. 

How to get staned 
To get started working with NRCS, visit your local 
NRCS field office or Conservation District. NRCS is 
listed in your phone book's federal government 
section under the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
You can also find NRCS field offices online at: 

http://offices.usda.gov 

An NRCS employee will work with you to develop 
a conservation plan for your operation. The con­
servation plan will address your conservation goals 
and environmental risks on your farm. 

Financial assistance for conservation measures is 
available through the programs described in this 
brochure. Your local conservationist will help you 
determine which programs best fit your needs. 

For More Information 
Contact your USDA Service Center or 
Conservation District for assistance, or find 
more information at www.usda.gov/farmbill, 
and at www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Natural Resources conservation Service 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service is an 
agency within the U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture. In partnership with local Conservation 
Districts, NRCS is charged with promoting and 
supporting conservation on private lands. 

Working with NRCS is always a voluntary deci­
sion on the part of a landowner. The ultimate 
goal of NRCS is to ensure that our natural 
resources will be preserved for future 
generations. 
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