Cropland Exhibits



Exhibit 1: Near-Stream Cropland Cover Requirements and Alternative BMPs

State Erosion and Sedimentation regulations require that all crop fields within 100 feet of a river or a perenni-
al or intermittent stream have 25% plant cover (living and dead plant material) throughout the year or imple-
ment additional BMPs to minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation.

Pennsylvania DEP has provided the following BMPs that when implemented are acceptable alternatives to
meet near-stream requirements when cover is <25%.

1. Modify the crop rotation to exclude the low cover situation in the field
near the stream. The near-stream field may be planted to permanent sod
forming crops such as grass hay, or when silage is in the rotation, substi-
tute corn grain for silage in the near-stream field.




4. Harvest corn silage to leave 20 or more inches of standing stalk, then
flatten remaining stalks by rolling the field stubble.

Cover Crop (340) should be planted as soon as practically possible,
ideally within several days of summer crop harvest. The interval
between summer crop harvest and cover crop planting should never
exceed 10 days. Cover crops provide cover, scavenge nutrients, reduce
erosion, and improve soil quality. When properly managed, certain cov-
er crops are suitable grazing and silage forage sources. Select species
from Table 1 of the 340 standard meeting the purpose Erosion Control
and Surface Water Protection.






