
Rotational Grazing 
Conservation Solutions for your Pennsylvania Farm  

Do You Have Problems With: 
 
• Low pasture yields 
• Low quality pasture 
• Weeds in the pasture 
• Poor livestock condition 
• Supplementing hay in summer pastures 
• Large bare spots in the pasture 
• Numerous livestock paths across the pasture

 
Rotational Grazing Can Help 

Benefits of Rotational Grazing 
• Increased pasture yields 
• Better quality pastures 
• Carry more animals on the same acreage 
• Feed less hay 
• Better distribution of manure nutrients 

throughout the pasture 
• Healthier livestock 
• Improved income ($$) 

 

 

Healthy pastures = Healthy and productive livestock 

Costs to Implement Rotational Grazing 
• Example:  A 40 acre pasture divided into 4 

pastures can cost as little as $200 for single 
strand fencing. 

• To distribute water will be about $.50/foot of 
water line. 

• Portable watering trough about $100 to $160. 
 

 

 

Portable watering tank connected to a hose. 

Rotational grazing provides higher quality and better yield-
ing forage. 
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Rotational Grazing 

Components needed: 
• Light-weight fencing to subdivide large pasture 

areas – poly-wire, poly-tape, high tensile wire, 
electric netting, reels, rods for stringing fence on, 
fence charger, ground rods, lightning arrestors. 

• Portable water troughs with pipeline if stationary 
trough is over 800 feet away from some of the 
pasture area. 

• Handling area for livestock used to load and unload 
animals or work on them. 

Planning a rotational grazing system 
A rotational grazing system works best when the num-
ber of livestock equals to the carrying capacity of the 
pasture system.  If livestock are overstocked then addi-
tional hay will need to be provided. 

Generally 20-30 days are needed to rest pastures dur-
ing rapid growth periods and 40 or more days during 
slow growth periods. 

The chart below displays the number of days of grazing
in each field based on the number of fields/paddocks in 
your system.   Assumes a 20-40 day rest period be-
tween grazings. 

 

 

 

A low cost single strand fence works well for dividing 
pastures. 

Cross fencing and gates make rotational grazing 
easier to manage. 

Portable fence is an option for rotational grazing. 

 

Number of Pasture Fields Grazing Days per Field 

2 20 - 40 

7 4 - 7 

8 3 - 6 

9 3 - 5 

10 2 - 4 

11 2 - 4 
12 2 - 4 

13 2 - 3 

3 10 - 20 

4 7 - 13 

5 5 - 10 

6 4 - 8 



Rotational Grazing 
How to maintain rotational grazing. 
 
Springtime 
Begin grazing a paddock at 5 inches high for 
cool season pastures.  This is to avoid grass 
becoming too mature before the livestock graze 
it.  Since the pasture is being grazed at a lower 
height, livestock will need to be moved sooner 
than normal.  If possible, paddocks can be 
enlarged temporarily until the 8 to 10-inch high 
grass is present in the paddock rotation. 
 
Fencing 
Simple interior electric fencing can be a single 
strand of high tensile wire, poly-wire, or poly-
tape on small diameter insulated rods for cattle 
and netting with insulated rods for sheep and 
goats with an energizer large enough to provide 
adequate shock through hair or wool.  It is best 
to leave these fences fully portable to adjust 
paddock sizes as needed. 
 
Water 
Water troughs should be within an 800 foot 
travel distance for the animals in each paddock 
for even grazing and manure distribution.   The 
troughs should be small and portable so they 
can be moved from paddock to paddock easily. 
 
Weather 
Unusual weather conditions and other variables 
that improve or hurt pasture production will re-
quire adjusting paddock size and grazing peri-
ods.  If too much grass is left behind, decrease 
paddock size.  If grass is grazed lower than 2 
inches over wide areas, increase paddock size 
or lower animal numbers.  During slow grass 
growth periods supplemental hay may be 
needed.  
 
Weeds 
If grazing is uneven or weeds are left 
behind, use a mower to mow pastures down to 
a uniform height before any weed seeds ap-
pear.   
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Numerous portable pump types are available to provide 
water for livestock. 

 

NRCS can provide on 
site assistance to plan 
and implement a rota-
tional grazing system. 

 

Rotational grazing increases pasture quality and quantity. 



Help is Available 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  Y O U R  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  F A R M   

Technical Help Is Available  
 
Your local Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office has experienced conservationists that 
can assist you to plan and implement a rotational 
grazing system. They can also help you develop a 
Conservation Plan to solve other problems you have 
identified on your farm. 
 
There is no charge for our assistance.  Simply call 
your local office at the number listed below to set up 
an appointment and we will come to your farm. 
 Helping People—Help the Land 
You may also be eligible to receive financial assis-
tance, through a state or federal program. Your NRCS office will explain any programs that are 
available so you can make the best decision for your operation. All NRCS programs and services
are voluntary. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

NRCS FIELD OFFICES: Dauphin: 717-921-2380 ext 3 Monroe: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
 Delaware: 610-696-0398 ext 3 Montgomery: 610-372-4655 ext 3 
Adams: 717-334-2317 ext 3 Elk: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Northhampton: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Allegheny: 717-482-4800 ext 3 Erie: 814-796-6760 ext 3 Northumberland: 570-286-7114 ext 3 
Armstrong: 724-545-1022 ext 3 Fayette: 724-437-7971 ext 3 Perry: 717-582-4144 ext 3 
Beaver: 724-482-4800 ext 3 Forest: 814-226-8160 ext 3 Pike: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Bedford: 814-623-7900 ext 3 Franklin: 717-264-8074 ext 3 Potter: 814-274-8166 ext 3 
Berks: 610-372-4655 ext 3 Fulton: 717-485-3812 ext 3 Schuykill: 570-622-1312 ext 3 
Blair: 814-695-6291 ext 3 Greene: 724-627-5821 Snyder: 570-837-0007 ext 3 
Bradford: 570-265-6969 ext 3 Huntingdon: 814-627-1626 ext 3 Somerset: 814-445-6876 ext 3 
Bucks: 215-453-9527 ext 3 Indiana: 727-463-8547 ext 3 Sullivan: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Butler: 724-482-4800 ext 3 Jefferson: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Susquehanna: 570-278-1011 ext 3 
Cambria: 814-472-5502 ext 3 Juniata: 717-436-8953 ext 3 Tioga: 570-724-1726 ext 3 
Cameron: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Lackawanna: 570-282-8732 ext 3 Union: 570-523-3280 
Carbon: 610-625-8392 ext 3 Lancaster: 717-299-5361 ext 3 Warren: 814-563-3125 
Centre: 570-726-3196 ext 3 Lawrence: 724-652-5811 Washington: 724-222-3060 ext 3 
Chester: 610-696-0398 ext 3 Lebanon: 717-272-3908 ext 3 Wayne: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Clarion: 814-226-8160 ext 3 Lehigh: 610-625-8392 ext 3 Westmoreland: 724-834-3970 ext 3 
Clearfield: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Luzerne: 570-799-0645 ext 3 Wyoming: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Clinton: 570-726-3196 ext 3 Lycoming: 570-433-3902 ext 3 Venago: 814-437-2473 ext 3 
Columbia: 570-784-1062 ext 3 McKean: 814-274-8166 ext 3 York: 717-755-2966 ext 3 
Crawford: 814-724-1852 ext 3 Mercer: 724-662-3740 ext 3  
Cumberland: 717-249-1037 ext 3 Mifflin: 717-248-9541 ext 3  


